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Welcome our new members

A Holli Hagan Galaxy 2010

A Thank You

from Kathleen Park
To all my fellow writers in
Galaxy: thank you for
your warm wishes for my
recovery from surgery
earlier this month. The
adorable cupand-saucer
bouquet still cheers me
every time | see it, and
the card is lovely. Every
day brings me more
strength and healing. |
look forward to seeing
you all soon-at the con-
ference in OKC or at the
May meeting in the li-
brary.

Warmest regards,

Kathleen

J. Madison
Davis: Getting
Your Non-
fiction Book
Published

J. Madison.
Davis, author of
numerous works
of fiction and non
-fiction and senior professor in the
OU Professional Writing program,
spoke to Galaxy on April 10th. He
explained that nonfiction is a great
way to break into print. Unlike fiction
or screenplays, which are subjective
and highly dependent on writing
style, in non-fiction it is the idea or
subject that sells the book. Nonfiction
bestsellers outsell those in fiction by
tenfold. And nonfiction authors can
obtain a contract based on their idea
and the strength of a proposal, then
get paid to actually write the book,
rather than having to finish the entire
book before marketing it.

There are seven "ingredients" to a
traditional non-fiction book proposal.
The first is the cover letter, which
should be professional, and no more

than one page long. The first para-
graph tells the recipient, "This is my
proposal. And this is what it's
about." The second paragraph ex-
plains who the author is, notes any
applicable expertise, and gives writ-
ing credits--any information showing
that the author, you, "might know
how to put a couple of words to-
gether." The purpose of the cover let-
ter is to pique interest.

Ingredients two and three are an
overview of the project and an author
biography. Both should be short, not
more than a page for the overview
and one paragraph to half a page for
the biography, and should be similar
to what would go on a dust jacket.
The overview gives the title of the
project, explains how the subject will
be approached, and should include a
few facts. The biography is a more
detailed overview of the author than
in the cover letter. Lead with why
you know your subject. Information
about you that is interesting, but inci-
dental, may also be included here.

Davis, continued on page 3

MAY 15TH 10 AM MEETING: UNIVERSITY

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Award winners of the OWFI
contest will read their win-
ning entries at the next
Norman Galaxy of Writers
meeting on May 15, 2010.
The first through third win-
ners as well as honorable
mention winners will read

from their honored submis-
sions as time allows. The
meeting will be held at the
University Lutheran Church
914 S. Elm St Norman, Ok.
The meeting start time is
10:00 AM. OWFI held their
forty-second annual con-

ference April 29May 1,
2010. The theme this year
was OWrite
OWFI contest winners from
the Norman Galaxy of Writ-
ers are listed on page 2
under Brag Sheet.

Congratulations!
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BRAG SHEET: SALES, ACCEPTANCES,

AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Judy HowardAwards: 2nd
place in Heartland New Day
BookFest for Thanking Our
Troops-God Bless America
Touring Quilts.

Professional Activities: April 9
11, The Bear Creek Quilt Guild
of Keller, TX proudly exhibited
Judy Howard's God Bless
America Touring Quilts at their
Remembering a Simpler Time
Quilt Show at the Amon Carter
Exhibit Hall in the West Texas
Room, 3400 Burnett Tandy Rd,
Ft. Worth, TX.
www.bearcreekquiltguild.org,
April 10, 93. 2nd Place in the
Heartland New Day Bookfest.
April 2021, Judy Howard exhib-
ited her God Bless America
Touring Quilts and sign books
at the OK Library 12 State Re-
gional Library Conference at
the Cox Convention Center
Renaissance Hotel 10 N.

APRIL

BY DARLINE HOBBS

Broadway, Oklahoma City, OK
April 30-May 1, The Hugs Pro-
ject and Judy Howard exhib-
ited her God Bless America
Touring Quilts at the Prime-
Time Seniors Expo at the Cen-
tennial Building at the State
Fair Park in Oklahoma City,
OK.

May 1, Judy Howard signed
Heavenly Patchwork | & 11,
Centennial Stitches and
Thanking Our Troop$God
Bless America Touring Quilts
at The OWFI Conference.

Keith A. EatonSales and Ac-
ceptances:Submission ac-
cepted for publication in the
OCCC 2010 literary journal,
Absolute.

Article in distinctly Oklahoma
Magazine.

MEETING MINUTES

Norman Galaxy of Writers met Saturday, April 10, at McFarlin
Church, University and Apache, Room 209. Sherry Bynum, presi-

dent, called the meeting to order at 10:10 and welcomed the mem-

bers. Minutes of March meeting were approved as printed in the

WritelLine.

who are not yet members.
Reports

Treasurer os

report

a. NAC Roundtable, Helen Duchon said that a survey by the

Norman Convention and Visitors Bureau resulted in 50% of visitors
having bad service in hotels and restaurants, "So be kind to strang-

ers,"” she said. "Its good for the economy.”

b. WriteLine, Helen Duchon. Helen suggested an assistant edi-

tor. Holli Hagan, a new member volunteered. Thank you Holli !
Helen said she would like to have all information for WriteLine by
the 20th of each month, if not sooner.

c. Publicity, Marilyn Fleer. our Galaxy Writers meeting notice was

in the Norman Transcript.

WriteLine, Page2

Helen Duchon PUBLISHED
NEWSLETTERS: UWA Agdaly
2010; Friends of the Norman
Library; and NGW WriteLine,
April, 2010.

Robert FerrierProfessional Ac-
tivities: Poetry Reading, "Red Dirt
Rhythms: Oklahoma Poems," 5th
Annual Scissortail Creative Writ-
ing Festival, East Central Univer-
sity, Ada, OK., April 2.

Won 8th Honorable Mention for
poem, "Lines Lost While Biking,"
in Short Unrhymed Poetry Cate-
gory, OWFI Writing Contest, Okla-
homa City, May 1.

Judged Short Story Category,
OWEFI Writing Contest, Oklahoma
City, May 1.

Jocelyn PedersorProfessional
Activities: Won 1st place for

Kathleen Norris Park Profes-
sional Activities: Won 2nd place:

MAINSTREAM NOVEL: The Code

Talker, OWFI Writing Contest,
Oklahoma City, May 1.

Vickey Malone KennedyProfes-
sional Activities: Won 2nd place:
SCHFI/FANTASY/HORROR
NOVEL: Emmen Seed, OWFI
Writing Contest, Oklahoma City,
May 1.

Neal Huffaker Professional Ac-
tivities: Won Neal Huffakei2nd
place: ESSAY: The Anatomy of
Agnosticism, OWFI Writing Con-
test, Oklahoma City, May 1.

Ann ChampeauProfessional
Activities: Won 1st Honorable
Mention: NONFICTION BOOK:
NinetyNine Nudges For Writing
Your Life Stories, OWFI Writing
Contest, Oklahoma City, May 1.
Frances Wykes Searceyrofes-
sional Activities: Won 7th Honor-
able Mention: POETRY UN-

FEATURE ARTICLE: A Miracle for piyvMED SHORT: Some Winter!,

Fun, OWFI Writing Contest, Okla-
homa City, May 1.

OWFI Writing Contest, Oklahoma
City, May 1.

the basement.
Old Business

a, Sherry Bynum gave a report on the results of the Work Day
group who are reviewing the Galaxy of Writers constitution and by-
laws. She said it will be presented to Galaxy within the next two

months.

b . Darl i ne

Hobbs

or

ask edg f v ol
Wellvity aPRR&VEs PAHE Abril 265 Rufnh Joflidn Ectrol MBCarty Mafd

Line. Opportunities for joining Galaxy and OWFI were given to thoseMarilyn Fleer volunteered

New Business

a. A recommendation was made (Sherry Bynum) and accepted
that the Workday Group be named Bylaws Committee.

b. It was recommended that all reports be sent to WriteLine (on or
before the 20th of each month) or printed and handed out at meet-
ings as an effort to save time for our invited speakers.

c. Recommended that the Executive Committee consider and se-
lect names for the Galaxy contest chair.

d. Coaches has been considered as a place to meet on a regular
basis. Another option is the Chamber of Commerce. Norman Public
Library is not always available to us for meetings. Also, our group is

too large for the library's Room-B.

d. Cheer: Madelaine Culp is home. Kathleen Park went home : id . | B )
saturday after surgery. Ann Tr XFfpESAgiandprogramchanathiapn Rerk, wis regpusing
. . . rom  surgery. Watec WriteLine for
e. OWFI, Vickey Kennedy. Vickey reported on how to register for. ) ) . )
OWFI meeting and said more volunteers were needed for severa The May meeting will be held at the University Lutheran Church, May
places. (www.OWFl.org) Barbara Shepherd, OWFI Treasurer is contd, 2010
tact person to get the OWFI Report by snail mail or email.) Business meeting adjourned
f. Recruitment, Mary Spaulding: NGW brochures were given to  Sherry Bynum introduced our speaker, J. Madison Davis, who spoke
Mel Odom for distribution to his OU students. on 0Getting your Nonfiction Book P
g. Friday Writers, Frances Searcey. Frances invited new mem- Meeting dismissed

bers to come to Friday Writers, 10 AM at Senior Citizens Center in Darline Hobbs, Secretary
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J. Madison Davis: Getting Your

Non-fiction Book Published, Cont.

The purpose of the overview and the
biography is to make your idea and
yourself seem both interesting and
more "real."

Ingredients four and five, a market
analysis and analysis of competition,
require some research. The market
analysis explains who will buy this
book, and should be specific. Name
interested groups, clubs, and societies,
etc. and give their sizes. Use newspaper
clippings to support your claims if pos-
sible. In the analysis of the competition,
list books on the subject that have al-
ready been published. For each, state
why your book is different and better--
but be objective. If there are no other
books like yours, you will have to make
a different argument, such as "there are
other books sort of like this one," or
"this subject is very popular, about to
explode." Having no other published
books like yours is a harder problem
than having many.

Ingredient six is a chapter outline, in-
cluding estimates of chapter length and
book length. Give each chapter title,
followed by a one or two sentence de-
scription of the chapter. The chapter
outline shows that you have a plan for
the entire book, but it is not set in

stone. Changes can usually be made
during the writing process.

The seventh ingredient is a writing
sample. This starts at the beginning of
the book, includes at least one full
chapter, and should continue for about
fifty pages. The sample shows that
you can hook the reader in the first
page or two, shows how you will pre-
sent the subject, and proves you can
write more than several unconnected
paragraphs on the topic. Remember,
it's the idea that's important--so your
writing should be simple, direct, and
clear.

Lastly, Mr. Davis emphasized the
importance of thinking about what
your audience will get from your
book. If you're writing a how-to book,
perhaps this is not as important as
with other types of nonfiction pro-
jects, but readers want a human con-
nection, a developing story, offered
solutions to problems, some sort of
closure, etc. Be sure to know what the
"takeaway" of your book will be, and
be sure that it comes through in your
proposal.

Have you got your nonfiction idea
ready, yet? Quoth Mr. Davis, "So, go

write something!"
-Cindy Noble

PuBLIC USE VISUAL PROMPT

= Right: Pearl I. Young
Source: www.grin.hg.nasa.gov

by Vera Kratochvi

www.publicdomainpictures.ne

Left: Colonnade

Source:
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MARKETS

By ANN CHAMPEAU

Guidelines Decoded

Continued from April 2010
WriteLine Page 2.

12) Pays on Acceptance: The
publication cuts you a check
once the editor accepts your
piece.

13) Biography/Bio: Informa-
tion about the author of an arti-
cle.

14) Allrights: You can no
longer sell it, as-is anywhere
else.

15) First Rights: The publica-
tion wants to be the first to pub-
lish your piece anywhere, pe-
riod.

16) Electronic Rights: These
include online as well as CD-
ROM, etc.

17) First North American Se-
rial Rights: The right to be the
first periodical on the continent
of North America to publish
your piece.

18) Second Rights (Reprint):
A publication has permission to
publish an article that has al-
ready appeared elsewhere.

19) One-Time Rights: A pub-
lication wants to publish it one
time. It can appear simultane-
ously elsewhere.

20) Exclusive Rights: The
period of time a publication
wants to have exclusive use of
your article.

21) Archive Rights: This is
most applicable for Internet
sites. I t os
retains to keep your work at its
Internet site archived for what-
ever time it specifies or negoti-
ates with you.

22) Work for Hire: A pub-
lisher owns all the rights to an
article and can do with it what
he likes. Often a Work for Hire
appears without a by-line and
sometimes it might even appear
under somebod
You would know that when you
sign the contract.

t

he

el
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Accentu-ate the Ap-
positive
_ An appositive is a noun or
noun phrase that means the
..+ same as the noun or pro-
+ " noun it follows: Andythe
~ first clown, missed lunch. |
took all threefiDa d 6 s e x p e smselling.Havarm i€ e t
garsfiand gave them to Joe.
set off with either a pair of commas. Or em dashes, especially if
there is internal punctuation in it. Appositives are of two kinds:
restrictive and nonrestrictive. Restrictive appositives narrow the
meaning; nonrestrictive ones do not.
Restrictive:My br ot her Gene
saying | have more than one brother.
Nonrestrictive:My brother, Gene, arrivedWith the commas,

Awe
efeld
e

\ der

\\\\\

arrived.

WatChing Your Language By Kathleen Norris Park

Youdl

tions. Your ear will catch what your eye may miss.
As reconstructed by the sheriff, the boys had stolen most of
the apples.
Pictured in their garden are Laura and Kari, examples of
what hard work can produce.

Looking funny

Squinters, or squinting modifiers, are sentence elements that

may modify either the part of the sentence before it or the one

that follows: . . .
NEAting iCe @redmfod frequiditly AR Bidles.! Ve 1 s

The children found the body of a man on the way to school.

The quick fix for squinters is simply recasting the sentence to

avoid the confusion.

I f you eat ice cream frequently
Wi ybouteatheceommaam, | §mudl |l have
The children, on the way to school, found the body of a man.

Or, On the way to school, the children found the body of a

|l dve said | have only one brotheman. A good thing to know when
youdre referring to a sweetheart or spouse.
Oh, Dangle Me Not! : .
Misplaced modifiers, those notjuite-on-the-mark words and *Kathleen Norris Park, Grammarian
phrases that can mangle your meaning, might be several kinds
of sentence elements: appositives, participial or prepositional
phrases, or adjectives. But never mind the technical descrip-
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