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Profit From Your Trips 

It's travel time and you want to be prepared not just 

to enjoy your travels but collect ideas for articles.  

So, don't leave home without a notebook and here's 

what you want to include in your notebook: 

l.  PHOTOS - List them all (where, when and who.) 

2.  PRICES - Include everything from hotels to 

food to cabs and souvenirs.  Editors like facts.  Use 

them in a side bar and receive more pay for your 

travel piece. 

3.  QUOTES - They add depth and life to your 

article.  Rely on tour guides, fellow tourists and 

locals. 

4.  YOUR MOOD - Why did you feel a certain way 

about something?  Were you cold, hungry, tired, 

perky? 

5.  GENERAL INFORMATION - Local events, 

festivals, street names, hours of business, sched-

ules, distances.  Details let your editor and your 

reader know you have really been there. 

6.  THE SENSES - This is the most important part 

of your notebook.  Divide a page into five sections 

or use five pages.  Head each with one of the 

senses.  Each day list as many things as you can 

under each heading (touch, taste, smell, sight, 

sound.) You can usually get a more accurate de-

scription of smells or sounds by closing your eyes. 

Once home, your items will act as memory joggers 

enabling you to write vivid articles that editors will 

want to publish.  If you don't use all your material, 

save it, it might come in handy for your fiction. 

D A R L E N E  B A I L E Y  
B E A R D  T O  S P E A K  

ROBERT FERRIER--Publications:  

Poem, "George Sutton Bands a 

Scissortail," Crosstimbers, Win-

ter 2010 issue. Professional 

Activities: Read Honorable Men-

tion short unrhymed poem from 

OWFI contest, "Lines Lost While 

Biking," at May 15 Norman Gal-

axy meeting. 

HOLLI HAGAN:  Published May 

2010 NGW WriteLine. 

JUDY HOWARD--Book Signing: 

June 4, 2010, 10-6. Judy How-

ard will curate the "Thanking 

Our Troops--God Bless America 

Touring Quilts" and sign books 

at the Green Country Quilt 

Guild Quilt Crazy Show at the 

Tulsa Fairgrounds 4401 East 

21st St, Tulsa. 

RUSS LONG - Submitted vet-

eran's stories to the Norman 

Transcript. 

VICKEY MALONE KENNEDY: 

interviewed for the next OWFI 

Report. 

FRANCES SEARCEY: Judged the 

Columns category for 2010 

OWFI Writing Contest. Sent two 

submissions to the 2010 Blood 

and Thunder Journal. Pub-

lished: Untitled poem in the 

May issue of Mature Living. 
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Meeting June 5 ,  2010  
10  Am At Coaches 

Restaurant  & Brewery  ,  102  
W Main St  Norman OK 

Guest  Speaker :   
Dar leen Bai ley  Beard   

Topic:  Juveni le  Fict ion   

NGW Mourns the 

Loss of Long Time 

Member  Velma 

Decker 

Long-time Galaxy mem-

ber, Velma Decker, died 

Wednesday, May 26.  She 

was 86 years old and a 

writer of novels.   

Flowers were sent by 

Galaxy to the funeral but 

if anyone wants to send 

notes of condolence, 

they can be sent to her 

daughter, Sharon Decker 

(who always accompa-

nied Velma to OWFI con-

ferences and in later 

years to Galaxy) at , 

3532 Rambling Oaks, 

Norman, 73072.  
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
M A R K E T S  
B Y  A N N  C H A M P E A U  

On Saturday, June 5, 10 AM at 

Coach's Restaurant, 102 W Main 

St., Norman, OK. Darlene Bailey 

Beard will speak on Children's 

books.     

A bio from her website: Darleen Bailey 

Beard is the award-winning author of several 

books for kids, including Operation Clean 

Sweep, which has been nominated for four 

state book awards; The Flimflam Man, which 

was chosen as a "Best Book of the Year" by 

Bank Street College and turned into a play at 

the La Jolla Playhouse in La Jolla CA; 

Twister, which received starred and boxed 

reviews; and The Babbs Switch Story, which 

won the Oklahoma Book Award and the 

Gamma State Author Award. Her next book 

will be released in Fall 2009.... Darleen has a 

degree in Professional Writing from the Uni-

versity of Oklahoma and appears in school 

author visits, festivals, and conferences 

throughout the U.S.  She enjoys reading, gar-

dening, and traveling. She lives in Norman, 

OK, with her two children, a poodle, and a 

tankful of fish. Check out her fun web site 

at:  www.darleenbaileybeard.com  

http://www.darleenbaileybeard.com


ARTICLE I 

 

Section 1:  Name.  The name of the Association shall 

hereinafter be referred to as Norman Galaxy of Writers. 

Section 2: Mission. The mission of Norman Galaxy of Writers 

is to provide an avenue for published and non-published 

writers to develop and refine their writing skills through 

quality educational programs, mentoring and networking 

with other professional writers. 

 

ARTICLE II 

MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1:   Active Membership. 

Those persons eligible for full membership shall 

consist of any person who has an interest in 

writing. 

Membership dues are current. 

Section 2:  Dues. 

Annual Association dues for members shall be 

established by the Executive Committee and 

voted on by the membership. 

Section 3:  Severance of Membership. 

A member may be dropped from membership for 

misconduct resulting in harm to the 

organization. 

ARTICLE III 

MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP 

The Association shall meet the first Saturday of each month 

unless otherwise announced. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

OFFICERS OF THE ORGANIZTION 

Section 1:  Officers of the organization shall consist of the 

following. 

Elected officers 

President 

Vice-President (Program Chair) 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Section 2:  Officers which may be appointed. 

Parliamentarian 

Historian 

Section 3:  Nomination of Officers. 

A nomination committee shall be appointed by the 

Executive Committee annually. 

A slate of officers who have agreed to be on the 

ballot as well as those who are nominated from 

the floor will be voted on at the annually. 
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The elected officers shall constitute the Executive 

Committee of the organization. 

Section 4:  Terms of Office. 

The term of office of the officers of the Organization 

shall begin and end following     the   election of 

new officers at the annual December meeting. 

 

Section 5:  Duties of Officers: 

 

The President shall preside at all meetings of Norman 

Galaxy of Writers and shall be Chairperson of and 

preside at meetings of the Executive Committee. 

The President  

shall be an ex officio member without vote on all 

committees with the exception of the Nomination 

and Executive Committee. The President shall 

delegate tasks to the Executive Committee of 

Norman Galaxy of Writers. The President shall 

perform the duties customary to that office. 

The Vice-President (Program Chair) shall perform the 

duties of the President in the absence or 

incapacity of the President as determined by 

Executive Committee. The Vice-President shall 

assume the Presidency of Norman Galaxy of 

Writers upon the death or resignation of the 

President. The Vice-President (Program Chair) 

shall be responsible for acquiring speakers which 

will ensure quality programs. He/she will also be 

responsible for writing an article about the 

speaker and program to the Newsletter Editor, 

and news articles promoting the program. If he/

she is unable to write an article for a news 

release, he/she will delegate someone else to 

fulfill the obligation. 

 

The Treasurer shall represent the Organization in 

assuring receipt and expenditures of funds in 

accordance with the directives established by the 

Executive Committee. The Treasurer shall 

perform the duties customary to the office and 

such additional duties as may be directed by the 

Executive Committee. Specific duties of the 

Treasurer shall include but are not limited to the 

following: 

 Receive moneys due the Organization and 

deposit these funds as soon as possible. 

Keep a record of funds received. 

Keep an up-to-date budget or total funds in the 

checkbook and/or ledger. 

Pay out moneys due from bills that have occurred 

in accordance to the procedures set by the 

Executive Committee. 

Pay each speaker for his/her services. 

Attend all Executive Committee meetings and any 

special meetings called by the President of 

the Organization.  

Provide a current Treasurerõs report to  the 
Newsletter Editor monthly.  



Provide an annual financial report for the Ex-

ecutive Committee. 

The Secretary shall record the activities of the Or-

ganization and the Executive Committee, issue 

notices of meetings, and perform duties as-

signed by the President. Specific duties of the 

Secretary shall include but are not limited to 

the following: 

Take minutes at Norman Galaxy of Writers Ex-

ecutive Committee meetings and Business 

meetings. 

Provide minutes to the Newsletter Editor for 

publication purposes. 

Provide correspondence to officers as directed 

by the President. 

Prepare and distribute the minutes of Executive 

Committee meeting as requested by Presi-

dent. 

Section 6:  Appointed Positions. 

Newsletter Editor 

The Newsletter Editor shall assume primary respon-

sibility for the publication and distribution of 

the Write Line, the Norman Galaxy of Writersõ 

newsletter. 

Specific duties of the newsletter editor shall include 

but are not limited to the following: 

 Read and edit all in-coming material submitted 

for publication in the newsletter. 

Decide on the length of newsletter according to 

material received. 

Decide on the number of newsletters to be 

printed. 

Determine and edit picture page. 

Determine deadlines for submission of articles. 

Parliamentarian 

The Parliamentarian shall without vote; advise the 

President and the Executive Committee regard-

ing law and parliamentary procedure. 

  

Historian 

The Historian shall maintain documents and arti-

facts that are pertinent to the history of the 

organization. 

  

Committee Chairs will be appointed as deemed 

necessary by the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE V 

BYLAWS 

Section 1:  Amendments to Bylaws. 

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority of 

the membership present for voting. 

Proposed amendments may be originated by the Executive 

Committee or by a Bylaws  
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Committee.  All such proposed amendments must be 

submitted in writing to the Executive Committee. 

Proposed amendments must be printed in the Organi-

zationõs newsletter with prior notice that the 

amendments will be voted on. This notice must 

take place thirty days prior to the meeting. 

Two-thirds vote by the voting members in good stand-

ing present at the business meeting must vote in 

favor of the amendment or amendments in order 

to pass. 

ARTICLE VI 

RULES OF ORDER 

Section 1:  Parliamentary Authority. 

The current edition of Robertõs Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 

shall govern the proceedings of all bodies of the Organization 

except where otherwise specified in these Bylaws. 

Section 2:   Parliamentarian. 

The Parliamentarian shall, without vote, advise the President 

and the Executive Committee regarding parliamentary law and 

parliamentary procedure. 

Galaxy of "Writers met at University Lutheran Church, Saturday, May 

15 at 10:00. Sherry Bynum called the meeting to order at 10:10. She 

welcomed Galaxy members and introduced visitors. Moved and 

passed to approve the minutes of the March 6 meeting as written in 

the WriteLine. Moved and passed to approve the treasurer's report 

given by Vickey Kennedy. Reports were heard from publicity and 

cheer. Marilyn Fleer, OWFI, Vickey Kennedy, recruitment, Mary 

Spaulding, and Friday Writers, Frances Searcey. 

Old Business: Sherry Bynum reported an addition to the bylaws pro-

posal under 'Historian'. The bylaws document will be in the WriteLine 

for members to evaluate and be prepared to vote on after the re-

quired 30 day notice. The projected writer's workshops: Volunteers 

for leaders are as follows. Kathleen Park will present on editing your 

own work and grammar usage. Robert Ferrier will present a poetry 

session. Madelaine Culp will present on story structure. Vickey Ken-

nedy will present on speed outlining. Holli Hagan will present on face 

book, blogging and power points. Mary Spaulding will present on in-

spirational writing. 

Sherry Bynum explained that the committee studying the bylaws had 

suggested that the Galaxy contest chair would consist of the last 

year's chair plus the crème de la crème of the current year's contest. 

It is hoped that this will provide the job of contest chair with some 

continuity and make the job easier. 

The next meeting of Galaxy will meet June 5, 10:00, at Coaches on 

Main, just west of the railroad tracks on the south side of Main. Our 

speaker will be Darlene Baily Beard, who will speak on juvenile fic-

tion. 

Business meeting adjourned. 

Kathleen Park introduced the program. OWFI winners read their con-

test entries, as follows. Jocelyn Pedersen, Feature Article, A Miracle 

for Fun, 1st place, read by Robert Ferrier. Vickey Kennedy, Sci-Fi/

Fantasy/Horror Novel, Emmen Seed, 2nd place. Neal Huffaker, Es-

say, The Anatomy of Agnosticism, 2nd place. Frances Searcey, Poetry 

Unrhymed Short, Some Winter!, 7th HM. Rober Ferrier, Poetry Un-

rhymed Short, Lines Lost While Biking, 8th HM. Kathleen Park, Main-

stream Novel, The Code Talker, 2nd place. Meeting adjourned 

 

M A Y  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S    
B Y  D A R L I N E  H O B B S  



Holli Hagan, Assistant Editor, 405-613-3316 

940 Jona Kay Ter, Norman, OK 73069 

WriteLine Norman Galaxy of Writers 

  

2010 Dues for Galaxy are $15 

2010 Dues for OWFI are $20 

Mail to Vickey Kennedy,  

Treasurer 721 E. Boyd St. 

Norman, OK 73071 
© Norman Galaxy of Writers, 2010 

CHANGES IN ADDRESS  

REQUESTED 

Meeting June 5, 2010  
10 Am At Coaches 

Restaurant & Brewery , 102 
W Main St Norman OK 

Guest Speaker:  
Darleen Bailey Beard  

Topic: Juvenile Fiction  
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President  Sherry Bynum  405-364-7818 

VP-Programs  Kathleen Park  405-310-6512 

Secretary  Darline Hobbs  405-321-8304 

Treasurer  Vickey Kennedy  405-447-3623 

Editor   Helen Duchon  405-329-2485 

Assist. Editor Holli Hagan 405-613-3316 

Cheer   Ann Champeau  405-364-0232 

Friday Writers  Frances Searcey  405-321-6404 

Markets   Ann Champeau  405-364-0232 

Publicity/Memb.  Marilyn Fleer  405-321-8834 

Grammarian  Kathleen Park  405-310-6512 

NAC Roundtable Helen Duchon  405-329-2485 

Recruitment  Mary Spaulding  405-364-6428 

OWFI Delegate  Dion Mayes  405-321-4506 

OWFI Delegate  Patricia Harvey  719-287-1670 

OWFI Delegate  Vickey Kennedy  405-447-3623 

Watching Your Language  
By Kathleen Norris Park  
Once again my fellow writers in Galaxy have informed, encouraged, 

and in the most recent case, saved me from error. Maybe I should 

start a regular segment in this column called òWords I Thought I 

Knewñbut Didnõt.ó If youõd like to contribute, please do.  

The old farther/further  confusion can still, for some of us, rear its 

ugly head and bite, even when youõre sure you got it the last time. 

Hereõs Webster:  

usage Farther and further have been used more or less 

interchangeably throughout most of their history, but cur-

rently they are showing signs of diverging. As adverbs they 

continue to be used interchangeably whenever spatial, tem-

poral, or metaphorical distance is involved. But where there 

is no notion of distance, further is used: our techniques can 

be further refined. Further is also used as a sentence modi-

fier: òfurther, the workshop participants were scarcely opti-

misticóñL. B. Mayhew. But farther is not. A polarizing proc-

ess appears to be taking place in their adjective use. Far-

ther is taking over the meaning of distance: the farther 

shore; and further the meaning of addition: needed no fur-

ther invitation. 

I recently asked for suggestions, your òpet peevesó and words and 

phrases youõd like to see clarified. You gave some goodies. Here are 

a few: 

Pet Peeve #1, the speaker who peppers his speech with òYou know,ó 

and òYou know what Iõm saying.ó P.P. #2, Number one, in my opinion, 

is a distant second to the misuse of like. If you held a knife to the 

throat of just about any teenager and asked for two whole sentences 

without that misuse, youõd have to go ahead and do murder. Worse, 

itõs not just teenagers. P.P. #3, òcontinue on.ó This came from the 

editor of a state tourist magazine (not Okla.). In most cases, the sim-

ple continue works alone.  

Send me your pet peeves and words youõd like clarified, discussedñ

or cussed.  

 

-Kathleen Norris Park, Grammarian 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Vickey Kennedy  
Previous Balance 5/15/10 $970.70     

Deposits    

 Grady, Mary ENGW & OWFI (CHECK) $35.00   

 ECKSTEIN, Connie L. NGW & OWFI (CHECK) $30.00  

Total Deposits $ 65.00$ 1035.70 

Expenses    

 Holli Hagan WriteLine Expenses $15.00  

 Darleen Bailey Beard Speaker for June $25.00  

  University Lutheran Church March 2010 & May 2010 

 Room rental $60.00  

  Kathleen Park Coffee & Misc. $10.00  

  Marilyn Fleer Snacks $5.00  

 OWFI Dues for Grady & Eckstein 40.00  

 Total Expenses    $ 155.00  

Current Balance      $880.70 


