
Norman Galaxy of Writers 

ing his music for others, and helping 

aspiring writers grow their skills. Per-

haps this stems from being a teacher, a 

field in which he gained some recogni-

tion. His bio was included in WHO’S 

WHO IN AMERICAN EDUCATION in 

1992, and in WHO’S WHO IN AMERICA 

in 2000. 

 Even though his music is often 

of the story telling variety, he also likes 

and writes blues and old country. Favor-

ite artist of the past include Hank Wil-

liams Sr. Ella Fitzgerald, Bessie Smith, 

Ray Price, and Tom T. Hall. 

Curtis Stover an ASCAP writer, 

and his compositions include: AUTUMN 

LOVE, WHEN EVENING COMES TO CALL, 

THE HALLOWEEN BALL, CITY BLUES, 

SOUTHERN COOKING, YOU JUST BURN 

MY BACON. 

Curtis Stover is a member of the 

Norman Galaxy of Writers, OWFI, Nor-

man Songwriters, and Nashville Song-

writers Association International. His is 

also a coordinator of the Oklahoma City 

Chapter of NSAI. 

CUR TIS  “SMOK EY” STOVER  TO  SPEAK  

Cindy Stevens spoke at the last 

Norman Galaxy of Writer‟s meet-

ing. Her topic was “Trends in 

Publishing: What Libraries Know 

about Readers”. Cindy Stevens is 

a selector in the Center for 

Reader‟s Services for the Pioneer 

Library System which includes 

Cleveland, 

McClain, and Pottawatomie coun-

ties.  

  According to Cindy Stevens 

some popular genres include: 

“Bonnet Lit” which is romantic 

fiction in a highly religions or 

Amish setting. Fiction or nonfic-

tion books about animals or that 

include animals are big sellers. 

Memoirs are also highly popular. 

Fantasy is also a popular genre.  

Cindy recommends the magazine 

Publishers Weekly to anyone 

who wants to keep up on publish-

ing trends. You can check them 

out online at http://

www.publishersweekly.com/ . A 

big „Thank You!‟ to Cindy Ste-

vens for speaking as well as for  

 

Cindy 

Stevens 

NGW 

Meeting 

July 10, 

2010 

 

 

 

 

 

donating her speaker‟s fee back to 

the Norman Galaxy of Writers.  
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Meeting August 7,2010  
10 Am At Coaches 

Restaurant & Brewery ,  102 
W Main St Norman OK 

Guest Speaker :   
Curtis òSmokeyó Stover 

Topic: Story Telling and Song 
Lyrics 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

Curtis Stover 

will be speak-

ing on August 

7, 2010 at 

the next Nor-

mand galaxy 

of Writers 

meeting. His 

topic will be 

’Story Telling 

and Song Lyr-

ics’. He has 

played his old Gibson for over fifty years, 

and still enjoys playing, even though he 

says he’s not very good at it. As a song-

writer, he says he tends to be a story-

teller, a throwback to songwriters of old. 

Curtis Stover is also a published author, 

Co writer of THE YANKEE DOLLAR CON-

SPIRACY, And BLIND JUSTICE. He is cur-

rently working on a third. He finds he 

enjoys writing mystery thrillers because 

he can pattern his villains after people 

who have given him hell in his life, then 

kill them. It’s legal, too. 

As a songwriter he enjoys play-

C I N D Y  ST E V E N  O N  L I B R A R Y  PU R C H A S I N G  T R E N D S  
B Y  H O L L I  H A G A N  
  

Welcome Our New  

Members! 

Å Bettye Kochendorfer  

Galaxy 2010 

  

Congratulations to Cindy and 

Seth Noble on the birth of 

their newest addition: John 

Bradley Noble, born July 

21st. 9 lbs 11 oz.  

Looking for something  

to write?  

Check out this website: 

http://www.duotrope.com/ 

 

It’s free to use and they list 

upcoming contests or calls 

for submissions from new 

and established magazines 

and publishers. You can also 

track your submission using 

your free account . 

http://www.publishersweekly.com/
http://www.publishersweekly.com/
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BRAG SHEET: Sales, Activities, & Acceptances 
 

Announcements and Opportunities 

Creative Journaling and Its Role in Learning to Write 

[G10W1021]       $350.00 ($250.00 if paid before August 15) 

 This workshop serves as a general introduction for those who do not necessar-
ily have an educational or experiential background in writing, but who do have 
events, family memories and life-stories that they want to preserve for, and 
share with, younger generations. 

 We will focus on: 1. Conversation and its role in sparking ideas for writing and 
creativity in general; 2. How a daily journaling practice can actually òteachó us to 
become better writers; 3. How to incorporate photographs, scraps, sketches and 
other visual elements to enhance our stories; and 4. The nature of òmemoryó 
and òstorytelling,ó and how keeping a daily journal enriches the mind and spirit. 

 Whether the writings are of a personal -- and of the ònowó -- nature, or are 
intended for the children and grandchildren of future generations, this class 
demonstrates skills and techniques on how to engage readers as well as how to 
make memories more òcolorfuló and òmemorable.ó This course promotes 
mindful dialogue and the sharing of ideas, as well as the ways in which current 
and/or historical events play into making family or personal memories more 
meaningful to readers. 

October 10 - 16, 2010     Ghost Ranch Abiquiu, NM. Registration fee: $350 + 
housing & meals. Before August 15: Save $100 

http://www.ghostranch.org/ to peruse their website and get a feel for the pro-
gram overall. 

CONNI ECKSTEIN :  Veteran's essay submitted to the Norman Transcript 

to run in the July 4th 'Courage Under Fire' supplement, has been selected to 

run on the front page of the Norman Transcript on Sunday, July 11. The 

subject of the essay is her son's recent Iraq deployment and the impact it 

made on her. 

JOCELYN PEDERSEN :  feature story picked up by the AP. 

HELEN DUCHON : EDITED AND PUBLISHED: July 2010 WriteLine 

FRANCES SEARCEY:  Poem accepted by Blood and Thunder for their 

2010 issue. 

Untitled poem published in July issue of Mature Living magazine. 

KATHLEEN NORRIS PARK : PRODUCED Norman Baha'i Newsletter, 

WROTE "Watching Your Language" grammar column for Galaxy's Write-

Line 

vickey malone kennedy: 'A Bubba In Time Saves None' including the short 

story 'Bobby Sue Almost Got Married' by vickey malone kennedy available at 

www.yarddogpress.com 

CATEGORIES  
Nonfiction Article: 2 entries allowed. 1,500 words maximum each. 
Short Story (Fiction): 2 entries allowed. 2,000 words maximum each. 
Rhymed Poetry: 5 entries allowed. Any length. 
Unrhymed Poetry: 5 entries allowed. Any length. 
Nostalgic Essay (Personal): 2 entries allowed. 1,500 words maximum 
each. 
Children's Fiction (for readers 8-12 years of age): 2 entries allowed. 
1,000 words maximum each. 
CONTEST RULES  
1. You must be a dues-paid member of Norman Galaxy of Writers to enter. 
Dues are $15 for Galaxy. Send check to: Treasurer 2. Manuscripts must be 
mailed or handed: to be announced                                                                                                               
3. All entries must be unpublished or unaccepted for publication at the 
time of submission. 
4. A $2.00 fee PER MANUSCRIPT must be enclosed. You may enter each 
category more than once; however, no manuscript may be entered more 
than once. 
5. Entries must be typed on 8" X 11" white, 20-weight printer copy paper 
and must be double-spaced except for poetry. Multiple pages should be 
numbered. 
6. Any manuscript entered must be original work of the entrant. 
7. Author's name must not appear on any manuscript. 
8. Type your name, address, phone number, title and category on a cover 
sheet and attach to each manuscript with a paper clip. Do not staple. 
9. Enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope (large enough for all your 
entries) if you are not planning to come to the December awards luncheon, 
or arrange for someone to pick up your entries. 
There must be a minimum of three entries in a category before it will be 
judged and prizes awarded. 
Awards will be presented at the December Awards Luncheon on Decem-
ber 5, 2009. Manuscripts will be returned at that time. 
Certificates and cash will be awarded in each category. 1st Place: $15, 2nd 
Place: $10, 3rd Place: $5. Certificates will go to honorable mentions. The 
Bonnie Speer Crème de la Crème Award ($30) goes to the best of the 1st 
Place winners. 
Judges will be selected by the Chairperson based on their experience in the 
genre and willingness to write critiques. The judges' decisions are final. 

NGW Annual Contest: Deadline Nov. 2010 

 
August 18 and 19, the Oklahoma Historical Records Advisory Board is 

sponsoring a two-day workshop on “Creating and Managing Digital 

Collections.   It will take place at the Oklahoma History Center in Okla-

homa City.  Cost is $40 per day or $65 for both days.  On September 1, 

the Oklahoma Historical Records Advisory Board is sponsoring a day-

long “Introduction to Archives” at the Oklahoma History Center.  Cost is 

$40 for the day.  On September 22, three events will take place.  

These events are a part of the American Association of State and Local 

History/Oklahoma Museums Association 2010 Annual Meeting in Okla-

homa City.   The Oklahoma Department of Libraries helped plan the pre

-conference events that include: 

ǐ          “The Care of Folded and Rolled Documents” at the Oklahoma 

History Center.  Cost is $50.  

ǐ          “Common Ground:  Best NAGPRA Practices for Museums and 

Tribes.”  Cost is $20. 

ǐ          “Heartbeat of a Nation:  Chickasaw Cultural Center” tour.  Cost 

is $55 

In addition to choosing one of these events, you are encouraged to 

register for the entire American Association of State and Local History 

Conference (September 22-25).  There are more than 70 sessions that 

will show you the latest in developing, delivering, and marketing your 

programs.  To see the full program book and register, please go online 

to www.aaslh.org/anmeeting .   

Robert Ferrier to Give Seminar 

Robert Ferrier will give a seminar on August 14, 2010. The topic is 

“Writing the Craft of Poetry”. Robert Ferrier is the author of 4 pub-

lished novels at synergebooks.com. His poems have appeared in 

10 library journals. He was the 2006 nominee for Poet Laureate of 

Oklahoma. He plans to address rhythm, meter, rhyme, simile, 

metaphor, alliteration, assonance, imagery, subject matter, revi-

sion, and submission for publication. It will be held at the University 

Lutheran Church, 914 Elm Ave., Norman OK. It is scheduled from 

10:00 AM to noon. You can register at the August 7, 2010 Norman 

Galaxy of Writers meeting as that is the registration deadline. En-

rolment is limited to 25 attendees. Each participant will need to 

bring writing materials. The enrolment fee is $10. You can contact 

Sherry Bynum at shebyn@sbcglobal.net or (405)401-2410 for 

more information. 

mailto:shebyn@sbcglobal.net
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Norman Galaxy of Writers Minutes 

Norman Galaxy of Writers met at Coaches Restaurant Saturday, July 

10, 2010 at 10:00 AM. 

Sherry Bynum, president, called the meeting to order at 10:10. 

She welcomed members and introduced new members. 

     Moved and passed to approve minutes of June 5th as written in 

the WriteLine 

     Moved and passed to approve treasurer's report. 

Committee Reports: 

     a. Arts and Humanities Round Table—no report 

     b. WriteLine—Holli Hagan will do WriteLine for August. Please sub-

mit any information to: hkhagan@gmail.com. 

     c. Publicity—Marilyn Fleer and Kathleen Park sent information to 

the Norman Transcript. 

     (Note: Information for Galaxy can be sent to normanwrit-

ers@cox.net. web site. Holli reported that Galaxy is on Facebook, also. 

     d. Cheer—Members were encouraged to send cards (provided by 

Mrs. Ferrier) to Julie Cook, thanking her for her long-time service as 

treasurer. Ann Champeau made her report. 

     e. OWFI _Vickey Kennedy asked if anyone had an interview piece 

as a column for the OWFI newsletter. Please report on line. 

     f. Recruitment—no report 

     g. Friday Writers—Kathleen Park and Madelaine Culp reported 

good attendance and encouraged others to join the group. It is open 

to everyone. Friday Writers is preparing for the Galaxy of Writers con-

test. Information on other contests are also available. 

Old Business 

     Report on Galaxy bylaws 

             Sherry Bynum suggested voting the bylaws after some stand-

ing rules have been included. 

     To facilitate this, a motion was made and passed that the bylaws 

be adopted and then that the motion be tabled until the standing 

rules are in place. 

     The bylaws work committee will meet to streamline the bylaws to 

include the standing rules. 

New Business 

     a. Galaxy workshop—Robert Ferrier will present on "Writing the 

Craft of Poetry", August 14, at the Lutheran Church on Elm from 9:45 

to noon. The fee is $10:00. Deadline for registering is August 7. Con-

tact Sherry Bynum at 405-64-7818 or 405-401-2410 for further in-

formation. Email shebyn@sbcglobal.net. 

     b. A discussion took place on the best location for meetings. After 

many suggestions, a straw vote was taken and all agreed that 

Coaches Restaurant was the best place. 

     c. Galaxy of Writers will meet at Coaches Restaurant August 7, 

10:00. The speaker will be Smokey Stover, author of Blind Justice. 

     Business meeting adjourned. 

 Cindy Stevens, speaker for today, was introduced. She 

spoke on what readers like to read, based on her experience and 

observations at the Norman Public Library where she holds the posi-

tion   of book selector. 

JU L Y  M E E T I N G  M I N U T E S    
B Y  D A R L I N E  H O B B S  

M A R K E T S  
B Y  A N N  C H A M P E A U  
  

 

OUTLINE AND TRADE 

MAGAZINE MARKETS 

 

    Cheryl Helgeson wrote in the 

New Writer Magazine (Jan/Feb 

1992) about Easy Outlines.  She 

said, "My solution to the problem 

(outlines) is old fashioned in this 

day of computers --  a stack of index cards and a pen.  I scribble 

each scene description on its own index card.  I then place them in 

the order in which I think they'll happen and start typing my novel, 

one index card at a time.  If I change my mind about the order of 

the scene, I simply remove a card, and I have either deleted the 

scene or rearranged the sequence of events by replacing the card 

somewhere else.  If I want to add a scene, I write out and insert it.  

This outline simplifies my life." 

 

    After I read that, I thought it would be a good way to organize an 

article, too.  Jot down possible titles on one card, the idea you want 

to use in the introductory first paragraph on another, the points you 

want to make on several cards, quotes on others, and the ending 

on its own card. 

    See if you can use this outline idea to write articles for the fol-

lowing trade magazines. 

 

    l.  Ask the massage folks at Therapy In Motion what kinds of 

massages improve health problems  Write the article and send it to 

Massage and Bodywork, 1271 Sugarbush Drive, Evergreen CO 

80439-9766.  E-mail:  edotor@abmp.com. 

 

    2.  How many nail salons in our area follow the strict health 

laws?  Learn the laws from a Beauty School owner or Vo-Tech then 

have your nails done at several different salons and see if they are 

abiding by the laws.  Then write results and send them to Nails, 

21061 S. Western Avenue, Torrance CA 90501-1711.  E-mail:  

nailmag@bobit.com.  Web: www.nailmag.com. 

 

    3.  Bottles, Bottles, Bottles.  Make the round of the many antique 

stores in our area and ask questions about old-bottle collectors.  

Ask these collectors how they started and what they consider their 

prize bottle.  Their ugliest.  The one that cost the least and one that 

cost the most.  Ask the story behind these bottles and take pic-

tures.  This isn't a trade magazine but the idea just snuck into this 

column!  Send this article to Antiques & Collectibles Newsmaga-

zine, P.O. Box 12589, El Cajon CA 92022.  E-mail:  editorial-

now@aol.com. 

 

    4.  10 Character Traits I Look for if You Want to Work for Me is a 

good theme for Cleaning Business Magazine, P.O. Box 1273, Seat-

tle WA 98111.  E-mail:  bills@cleaningconsultant.com.  Check the 

classifieds and interview the owners of house and office cleaning 

businesses.  Ask them to list the 10 character traits they require of 

their employees. 



Holli Hagan, Assistant Editor, 405-613-3316 

940 Jona Kay Ter, Norman, OK 73069 

WriteLine Norman Galaxy of Writers 

  

2010 Dues for Galaxy are $15 

2010 Dues for OWFI are $20 

Mail to Vickey Kennedy,  

Treasurer 721 E. Boyd St. 

Norman, OK 73071 
© Norman Galaxy of Writers, 2010 

CHANGES IN ADDRESS  

REQUESTED 

Meeting August 7,2010  
10 Am At Coaches 

Restaurant & Brewery , 102 
W Main St Norman OK 

Guest Speaker:  
Curtis òSmokeyó Stover  
Topic: Story Telling and 

Song Lyrics 
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President  Sherry Bynum  405-364-7818 

VP-Programs  Kathleen Park  405-310-6512 

Secretary  Darline Hobbs  405-321-8304 

Treasurer  Vickey Kennedy  405-447-3623 

Editor   Helen Duchon  405-329-2485 

Assist. Editor Holli Hagan 405-613-3316 

Cheer   Ann Champeau  405-364-0232 

Friday Writers  Frances Searcey  405-321-6404 

Markets   Ann Champeau  405-364-0232 

Publicity/Memb.  Marilyn Fleer  405-321-8834 

Grammarian  Kathleen Park  405-310-6512 

NAC Roundtable Helen Duchon  405-329-2485 

Recruitment  Mary Spaulding  405-364-6428 

OWFI Delegate  Dion Mayes  405-321-4506 

OWFI Delegate  Patricia Harvey  719-287-1670 

OWFI Delegate  Vickey Kennedy  405-447-3623 

Watching Your Language  
By Kathleen Norris Park  
Words with Gender 

Words in many other languages have specific gender with 

particular spelling and articles; you may recall your high-school Span-

ish or Latin. But few words in our American English retain such dis-

tinction in spelling, and none needs a special article. The venerable 

H. W. Fowler, in his Modern English Usage (second edition), says that 

confidant is masculine and confidante is feminine, both meaning a 

person who can be trusted with secrets. They are pronounced exactly 

the same. Roy H. Copperud, in his American Usage and Style, the 

Consensus, lists these French imports, fiancé and fiancée. The first is 

masculine; the second is feminine. Note that we still retain the acute 

accent over the first e in both words. More familiar, perhaps, are 

blonde and blond. They can be both adjective and noun. A blonde 

means a woman with blond hair (The blonde is the mother of twins.). 

The second is a masculine or neuter adjective, e.g., blond man, blond 

wood, blond horse. Strange, isn’t it, that we don’t see “The blond is 

the father of twins.” At least, I haven’t seen such. 

 

A Small Dose of Crazy-Making Hyphens 

There’s a rule that says this: If a modifier is used before a 

compound noun written as two words, the noun must be joined to 

prevent misreading. Hence “fine line-design,” “red color-files.” Here’s 

another: If a  compound noun ordinarily written solid is preceded by 

an adjective that modifies the first part of the compound, separate 

the compound: “high-school girl” vs “schoolgirl”; “income-tax payer” 

vs “taxpayer.” One more: Hyphenate between elements of spelled-out 

compound numbers from 21 through 99, but not those over 99. Like 

this: “twenty-one,” “six hundred thousand.” It was John Benbow in 

Manuscript and Proof, the stylebook of Oxford University Press, who 

said, “If you take hyphens seriously you will surely go mad.” 

 

-Kathleen Norris Park, Grammarian 

Treasurerôs Report 
By Vickey Kennedy  

TREASURERS REPORT July 24, 2010 

 

Current number of Norman Galaxy members  66  

Norman Galaxy members also OWFI member  52  

 

Previous Balance  6/24/10   $ 832.04  

   

Deposits    

Kochendorfer, Bettye (new) NGW  (CHECK)  $15.00  

Bennett, Joe Ellen (renewing) NGW & OWFI (CHECK) 35.00 

  

Total Deposits  $ 50.00   $ 882.04 

 

Expenses    

Coaches  Drinks   In lieu of Speaker fee (request of speaker Cindy 

Stevens)       -25.00  

OWFI   

Dues for J. Bennett      -$20.00 

_______________________________________________________ 

Total Expenses                                           -$45.00  

 

Current Balance    July 29, 2010   $ 837.04 

 


