
 

1

 
Trip Report  

Installation of Seven Household Solar Electric Systems  
In Three Communities Near Matehuala, San Luis Potosi, Mexico  

Jason West 
February, 2007    

  

The Hernández-Guell family with their new solar panel: Julian (18), Francisco (7), 
Maseodonio, Alejandra Guadalupe (5), and Hermalinda.  Not shown are three other 
children, who spend their weeks in school at a nearby city and stay in this house on 
weekends: Patricia (22), Jose Luis (14), and Eduardo (12).  The town of Maravillas is 
only about 15 km from Matehuala, the largest city in this region, and Maravillas is 
connected to the electric grid.  However, this family lives about 4 km from the rest of the 
town of Maravillas, and it is too costly to connect them to the grid.    

Be sure to thank all the Americans who gave donations.   - Maseodonio Hernandez-
Rodriguez  
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Most rural families in this region make their livelihoods caring for goats, which they sell 
for meat, and milk daily for cheese.  Goats are their main sources of income, and much of 
their days are spent taking their goats to pasture.  

Federico Martínez (right) is an agricultural engineer working with the Mexican 
Foundation for Rural Development (FMDR).  Here he is working with Maseodonio and 
Julian to inventory the goats in their herd.  The Solar Mexico initiative is a collaboration 
with FMDR.  Representatives of the FMDR office in Matehuala selected the families to 
support, introduced me to those families, and helped with all the logistics for the project.  
They visit these families every week to aid with raising goats and other development 
projects.  The FMDR representatives gave me a ride to the villages, and completed their 
work while I installed the solar electric systems. 



 

3

   

I never thought I d have light in my own home.

 

 Valdemar Hernández  

The Hernández-Robledo extended family, who live in two homes next to one another, 
and received two solar electric systems (from left): Montserrat (4), Maria de la Luz, 
Maria del Rosario (2), Luis Alberto (9), Juventino, Esperanza (mother of Juventino, and 
grandmother of the kids), Alejandro (6), Pablo (husband of Esperanza), and Valdemar 
(brother of Pablo).  Not shown in the picture are Pablo Jr. (15, see next page), and 
Eliadoro Hernández (brother of Pablo Sr.).  These two homes are also about 4 km from 
the town of Maravillas, where these children will go to school until they become old 
enough to attend school in Matehuala.  

The two older men, Pablo and Valdemar, worked with me to install these two systems, 
and were joking and laughing with me the entire time.   
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Pablo Hernández-Espinoso (15) lives here with his family.  Unfortunately, Pablo is 
learning disabled, but works with his father and cousins in the field.  While Valdemar, 
Pablo Sr. and I installed the solar electric system, Pablo played his accordion and sang for 
us. 
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Maria de la Luz preparing tortillas the traditional way.  She grinds the corn by hand and 
then cooks it over the fire behind her.  Tortillas in this region are usually made with 
traditional strains of corn that the families grow themselves.    

Tortillas and beans are the main staples of every meal, and all of the families here made 
sure I was fed very well.  In addition to tortillas and beans, most meals would include 
goat cheese and salsa, and it is common to eat using the tortillas and not use utensils.  
Sometimes the meals would also include other foods produced on the farm: eggs, cheese 
from cows milk, squash, honey, nopales (cactus) and occasionally lamb, goat, pork, and 
beef.  They also buy some food: rice, noodles, and avocado.  They treat their guests very 
well, and would often offer me Coca-Cola (rare in these communities) to drink.    
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